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Offers insights into African American artistry during an era of racism and conflict.
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Within the racial tensions and constraints of the late 19th and early 20th centuries in the US, black performers channeled resistance to stereotypes of blacks as inferior via both parody (countering white blackfaced images of minstrels) and maintaining what W.E.B. Du Bois termed "double consciousness." Krasner (undergraduate theatre studies, Yale U.) analyzes the strategies (e.g. cakewalking, trickster folk characters, and insistence on non-segregated seating) to foster solidarity and undermine racism that were enacted on the stages of diverse major black productions of that era<-->for their historical, social, and political implications for African American identity. Annotation c. by Book News, Inc., Portland, Or.
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